THE GROWTH

OF RUGBY FOOTBALL

By J. F. Rausay.

mm|E it can be demonstrated—a
! task I attempted a month or
two ago in the colomns of
the Wixpsor MaGazixe—
that Associntion footlall bas
become s great  notional
pastime, it iz a8 equally casy to |I'r|'o'i'e the
same thing with regard to the Rughy game.

Which is the most nlar code need not
be discussed within the limits of this article,
but it can easily be seen that whereas foot-
ball nnder Association roles is held in high
favonr in some towns, Rughy is oqually
popular in others, while in some enses we can
find the rival codes flourishing side by side,
It wonld jllm:.mhly require a plebiscite to
ascertain which game commanded most zup-

riers in Lancashire. Yorkshire, although
considered the hotbed of Rughyism, is almost
solely given over to its great rival pastime in
the neighbourhood of Sheffield, Rotherham,
Barnaler, Doncaster, and other towns on the
sonthern side of the county, and in the
metropolis we find each code very much
followed.

For o long time strennous efforts wore
made to frame a code of lnws which wonkd
smit all players, but when the Foothall
Amociation was formed under o et of
rilez which the Bughinns conld not
“i"”‘l'-"]:'t. ﬂ_r_-pu Wi $p|.-|_uii|'|" taken to
establith what 1B now known s
the Roghy Football Union.
Its consnmmation Was
bronght about in
1871, and the two
well = known  metro-
wlitan — clals,
Jlackheath amd

“PARRING,

Fliustrated by J. AvTox ByMIxcTox.

Richmond, had the honour of taking the
initiative steps. From that time the gulf
between the two pames hos graduoally widened,
and in spite of the prognostications of some
people, it has been found that there is plenty
of room for both, as both have prospored.

It would be invidions to draw a comparison
between the two games. Public opinion on
the merits of each is clearly divided. On
the one hand you can be informed with
emplmsis that “ there = only one game of
fl.'l-:'hﬂ!ﬁ]], and that iz Rl R1Ip’h:|.'.|“ while on
the other a similarly emphatic statement can
be had from equally trustworthy sonrees with
regard to the Azsociation code.  One remark
may however be made on the subject. The
ruleg of the Eughy game are more difficult to
nnderstand thoroughly than those of Associn-
tiom, and o Koghy match i2 moch more diffi-
enlt for the noviee to follow. This is not an
vnmixed evil, The apparent simplicity of
the Associntion game has led many thousanda
of people to imagine that they are folly con-
versant with all the nice points of the code
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If it can be demonstrated - a task I attempted a month or two ago in the columns of the WINDSOR MAGAZINE - that Association football has become a great national pastime, it is as equally easy to prove the same thing with regard to the Rugby game. Which is the most popular code need not be discussed within the limits of this article, but it can easily be seen that whereas football under Association rules is held in high favour in some towns, Rugby is equally popular in others, while in some cases we can find the rival codes flourishing side by side. It would probably require a plebiscite to ascertain which game commanded most supporters in Lancashire. Yorkshire, although considered the hotbed of Rugbyism, is almost solely given over to its great rival pastime in the neighbourhood of Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, Doncaster, and other towns on the southern side of the county, and in the metropolis we find each code very much followed.
_ For a long time strenuous efforts were made to frame a code of laws which would suit all players, but when the Football Association was formed under a set of rules which the Rugbians could not accept, steps were speedily taken to establish what is now known as the Rugby Football Union. Its Son was brought about in 1871, and the two well - known metropolitan
clubs, Blackheath and Richmond, had the honour of taking the initiative steps. From that time the gulf between the two games has gradually widened, and in spite of the prognostications of some people, it has been found that there is plenty of room for both, as both have prospered.
_ It would be invidious to draw a comparison between the two games. Public opinion on the merits of each is clearly divided. On the one hand you can be informed with emphasis that "there is only one game of football, and that is not Rugby," while on the other a similarly emphatic statement can be had from equally trustworthy sources with regard to the Association code. One remark may however be made on the subject. The rules of the Rugby game are more difficult to understand thoroughly than those of Association, and a Rugby match is much more difficult for the novice to follow. This is not an unmixed evil. The apparent simplicity of the Association game has led many thousands
of people to imagine that they are fully conversant with all the nice points of the code 
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after witnessing two or three matches, amd
perhaps without even taking the trouble to
read the roles. In the same way I am of
opinien that there are many Association
referees even whose knowledge of the rales
= most superficial, and these canses have led
Eo most of the scencs which have dizgraced
the Association footlall field during past
years and enabled the eynics to coin another
hrase for the English lngoase—* Referee
miting.,” Not that I wish to imply that
thore are nob many competent  Associntion
referees ; [ only wish to remark that there
are several poor onds,

Of course the same slor is cast on the
Rugly game, bot not in anything like the
game ratio iz it deserved. Rughy referces
are mostly old plavers, gentlemen in fair
positions in life, who officiate for the love of
the game, give their decisions with prompti-
tnde, and whose rulings are generally accepted
without a murmuor by the players. In this
statement I am supported '|E- ong of the very
greatest  authorities on the Kughy game,
Mr, Bowland Hill, who at the apnnasl mecting
of the Referees’ Socicty spoke in distinctly
favourable terms of the improvement shown
in Bughy referceing, although he at the same
LiEme u:pruﬂmﬂ regret that there wans notb a
eorreEponding improvement in the condoct
of the spectators.

The modest fashion in which the Bughby
Union was established can be gleancd from
the first balonec-shest. The income amounted
to £7 for the vear and the expenses  penchod
£5. The membership comprized &5 clubs,
What n change has taken place since that
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time! There are now about 460 clubs on
the memberzbip lizt, and althongh the Union
disburses some hundreds of pounds per year
ik |']u|.|"il.:.' i sitbstantinl sim has bheen i visted
in Conzols,

.""-;allll‘.ill._'.' ab the cominencemsent most of
the clolbs were London ompgmnisstions.
Amongst the number were Blackbeath,
Richmond, Mardborough Nomads, Claplom
Rovers, Bpeom, Civil Serviee, and the Wasps,
Three distingnished Seottish  clobs
joined, viz., the West of Scotland, Edinborgh
‘miversity and Glasgow Academicals, but
naturally, on the formation of o Scobeh Union,
these organisations transferred their support
to their home organization. The second
year of the Union bronght forth an accession
of strength in the shape of the Harleguing,
Oxford University, Wigan, Liverpool and
Manchester, and soon almost every club of
note in the country had been enrolled under
the banoer of the Union. The excellent
resnlis achicvalde from an association of this
chamcter were soon observed by the sister
countries, Thos in 1873 we fod Scobland
combining her cluls wonder one central
governtment ; in 1875 Ireland followsd snit ;
and lastly, in 1830, was brought abont the
Union of Wales,

From the fonmdation of these Unions
gprang the interoational motches for the
Kughy championship which is now annually
fonght out between the fonr countries
forming the British Isles. The first inter-
mt ol Fame was Ellu:.'qii Il wen f':h;.:'hm]
ond Sestlnnd in 1871, st Edinburgh, when
the Scots won by a goal and a try to a try.
In the following year the Englizsh represen<
tatives roversed that verdict in London, and
up to the end of the season of 18385, when
Beotland surprised us by beating what was
considercd one of the best teams that had


after witnessing two or three matches, and perhaps without even taking the trouble to read the rules. In the same way I am of opinion that there are many Association referees even whose knowledge of the rules is most superficial, and these causes have led to most of the scenes which have disgraced the Association football field during past years and enabled the cynics to coin another phrase for the English language - " Referee baiting." Not that I wish to imply that there are not many competent Association referees; I only wish to remark that there are several poor ones.
_ Of course the same slur is cast on the Rugby game, but not in anything like the same ratio is it deserved. Rugby referees are mostly old players, gentlemen in fair positions in life, who officiate for the love of the game, give their decisions with promptitude, and whose rulings are generally accepted without a murmur by the players. In this statement I am supported by one of the very greatest authorities on the Rugby game, Mr. Rowland Hill, who at the annual meeting of the Referees'  Society spoke in distinctly favourable terms of the improvement shown in Rugby refereeing, although he at the same time expressed regret that there was not a corresponding improvement in the conduct of the spectators.
_ The modest fashion in which the Rugby Union was established can be gleaned from the first balance-sheet. The income amounted to £7 for the year and the expenses reached £5. The membership comprised 33 clubs. What a change has taken place since that time! There are now about 460 clubs on the membership list, and although the Union disburses some hundreds of pounds per year in charity a substantial sum has been invested in Consols.
_ Naturally at the commencement most of the clubs were London organisations. Amongst the number were Blackheath, Richmond, Marlborough Nomads, Clapham Rovers, Epsom, Civil Service, and the Wasps. Three distinguished Scottish clubs also joined, viz., the West of Scotland, Edinburgh University and Glasgow Academicals, but naturally, on the formation of a Scotch Union, these organisations transferred their support to their home organisation. The second year of the Union brought forth an accession of strength in the shape of the Harlequins, Oxford University, Wigan, Liverpool and Manchester, and soon almost every club of note in the country had been enrolled under the banner of the Union. The excellent results achievable from an association of this character were soon observed by the sister countries. Thus in 1873 we find Scotland combining her clubs under one central government, in 1875 Ireland followed suit; and lastly, in 1880, was brought about the Union of Wales.
_ From the foundation of these Unions sprang the international matches for the Rugby championship which is now annually fought out between the four countries forming the British Isles. The first international game was played between England and Scotland in 1871, at Edinburgh, when the Scots won by a goal and a try to a try. In the following year the English representatives reversed that verdict in London, and up to the end of the season of 1895, when Scotland surprised us by beating what was considered one of the best teams that had 


been put into the field for England for years,
the pecond of the Tose agninst the Thistle was
eight wing sgainst seven, with seven draws.

oA pROT RICE,T

During the years 1888 and 1880 no inter-
national matches of any deseription were
laved owing to a dispute arising from a
ai_'lfi,'n']u_-ﬂ in the roles of the different
connteies, which lns sinee been settled by
the formation of an Intermational Boarnd,

O the cstablishment of the Ivish Union
in 1875 annual matehes were commenced
between Ireland and Englind, of which
England has won sixteen, Ireland fwo, and
one has been drawn, It i only fair Lo say
that althongh penerally beaten the Trizhnen
have alwars eome up smiling and played o
good forward game, their weakness being
|'||||-\.1_]}' apparent st Tk, Thl.'_'.' srared Llseir
first victory in Dublin in 1857 and their
second at Blsckheath in 1894,  In the latter
year, for the first time, “the wearers of the
green” were champion nation, as they also
bent both Scotland and Wales,

The matehes with Wales were instituted in
1580, and bevond the season of 1852, when
“the Taffics™ were opposed to a team
geleeted from the North of England only,
and the two years of the dispote before
referred to, the strogeles have been kept
up annally, England securing nine vietories
to two, with one drawn game.  The Welsh,
like the Irish, have had one great year. It
was that of 1893 when they defeated the
three other countrics by o mew development

THE GROWTH OF RUGEBY FOOTBALL. 9

of back play, which has since becn generally
adopted all over Great Britain,

In 1874 wore insugumied s series of
annual games between picked teams of the
North and South. In these conbestz the
Southerners have shown a marked saperiority
on results, having securcd fourteen victories
to cight, while three matches have been
drawn. These contesds are rded a8
trinl games for the selection of the English
team of cach particular senson, and the
results probably do not give a fair repre-
sentation of the strength of the Nordh, In
the Bouth nearly all the good men have
hitherto been connected with few clols, and
this hos epabled the Southern Selecting
Committee to pot intoe the field year after
year tenms of men who thoroughly know one
anothers play. On the other hand in the
North there are many more clnbs who have
undeniable claims to be reprisented, and the
reanlt has heen that the Northern fifteens, na
compared with the Sounthern comlinations,
nre essentinlly seratch ones, however good
the players may be individually.

The snnnsl ﬂntgg]q: Ietween Oxford and
l’_"ﬂ.1|||‘|ri|]g\-|_' nk Itu;,rh"r fopthall has alware
been one that has attracted considerable

ﬁ,.q‘;-.-":’i IE;:E.-"':_'q
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attention, and more often than not the result
has upsct all previons ealenlations,  S4ill the
balanee of victorics has not been great o
either gide, seeing that the Dark Blnes have-


been put into the field for England for years, the record of the Rose against the Thistle was eight wins against seven, with seven draws. 
_  During the years 1888 and 1889 no international matches of any description were played owing to a dispute arising from a difference in the rules of the different countries, which has since been settled by the formation of an International Board.
_ On the establishment of the Irish Union in 1875 annual matches were commenced between Ireland and England, of which England has won sixteen, Ireland two, and one has been drawn. It is only fair to say that although generally beaten the Irishmen have always come up smiling and played a good forward game, their weakness being mostly apparent at back. They scored their first victory in Dublin in 1887 and their second at Blackheath in 1891. In the latter year, for the first time, "the wearers of the green" were champion nation, as they also beat both Scotland and Wales.
_ The matches with Wales were instituted in 1880, and beyond the season of 1882, when "the Taffies" were opposed to a team selected from the North of England only, and the two years of the dispute before referred to, the struggles have been kept up annually, England securing nine victories to two, with one drawn game. The Welsh, like the Irish, have had one great year. It was that of 1893 when they defeated the three other countries by a new development of back play, which has since been generally adopted all over Great Britain.
_ In 1874 were inaugurated a series of annual games between picked teams of the North and South. In these contests the Southerners have shown a marked superiority on results, having secured fourteen victories to eight, while three matches have been drawn. These contests are regarded as trial games for the selection of the English team of each particular season, and the results probably do not give a fair representation of the strength of the North. In the South nearly all the good men have hitherto been connected with few clubs, and this has enabled the Southern Selecting Committee to put into the field year after year teams of men who thoroughly knew one another's play. On the other hand in the North there are many more clubs who have undeniable claims to be represented, and the result has been that the Northern fifteens, as compared with the Southern combinations, are essentially scratch ones, however good the players may be individually.
_ The annual struggle between Oxford and Cambridge at Rugby football has always been one that has attracted considerable attention, and more often than not the result has upset all previous calculations. Still the balance of victories has not been great to either side, seeing that the Dark Blues have 
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only won eight matches to seven, with seven
dravwn. From 1881 to 1824 Oxford secured
four victories, This was largely due to the
ml ion of an improved style of play, which

el whnt wis known a8 Vassall's team to
mmnmn an tmlrmtam record for nearly three
seasons against the best clubs in the conntry.
In the following scason (1555) L‘umh»n&gﬂ
came to the front again, and they in turn
claimed victories in four snccessive T,
Anotherinteresting sericgof pumes, which were
eommenced in 1870, are those between York-
shire and Lancashire. These afford another
instance of the closenss usoally shown in
such contests, as up to the present Yorkshire
only claim ten successes as against cight by
Lancashire.

Cup competitions are the exception rather
than the role in Rugly football, although
Yorkshire County hold one of the largest
contests of that deseription in  existence,
beyond the Association Cup. There has been
instituted however in England a County
Championship, in which the connties, within
cortain areas, are pitted agminst each other,
and afterwards the gronp winners play for the
honour of champion connty. In 1589, when
noe international matches were decided, a
metch, C ham on County eersus the Best of
anln.ml WS ::mugumuﬁ and has been kept
np ever sinee.  During those years Yorkshire
have been champion county six times, and
on four occasions have beaten the Rest of
England team.

In Roghy foothall, ns first played in public
schools, the sides generally consisted of an
indefinite number of players, while in inter-
national and club matehes, twenty men azide
took part. The change from 20 to 15 (the
number now played) occurred in 1877 at the
request of Seotland,  The altemation was
desired becanse club seeretaries often found
a difficulty in potting a foll complement of
players i into the field. A more open style of
play natarally followed. At one time it wos
customary to have merely one three-quarter
tack. The decrease in the nomber of players,
with proportionately greater chanees i'ur fast
individual play, kel to the introdoction of two
three-quarter backs, principally for defence,
and two full backs, Snbscquently we saw
the introdnetion of thres three-quarter backs
and the reduction of the nomber of backs to
ong onct more.  These were the positions of
four players, with the remsinder of the team
made np of two half backs and eight
forwards, notil 1808, when Wales, who some
time previonsly had introdneed what is now
known a8 the four three-quarter back system
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—peducing their forwands to eight in number
in order to earry it ont—managed to win the
Ehum!!;d hiphy beating alltheotherconntrics.
This led at onee to the introdoction of the
system by the other conntries into their club,
connty and international games.  In maki
this hurried chunge no dould many elubs wese
too precipitate, as in several cases,
in the way of defeace, this extra man behind
the forwards was wasted, Thiz was ver
noticeable in the London Scottish, a cln
who can on oocasion command the services
of many of Scobia's best  international
players.  Yet with four three-quarter backs
it was 4 common sight to see those players
attempting the ol style of attack—a long
punt up the feld into tonch, with the idea
of giving the forwards & chanee to show their
serummaging powers.  Still many clube and
players are rup:ﬂ}l_r learning the I:Emn tanght
E:}- the Welsh, and good three-quarter backs
will probably be much more plentifal in the
course of o senson or two, e work of the
half-back has also undergone a change, With
a big pack of forwards in front of him he

had many more opportunities of getting the
e opposing goal

ball and making a run for th
line. Bub the
new condition
of things has
led to the in-
trod netion
of rather
lighter thoueh
faster for-
wards, with the
result that the
half-lack now-
ndayz: hos to
confine  him-
self larzely to
the Lﬂ. of

ﬁ:mug the '
Il when it

leaves the
AAr T 1IN B g,
and passing it
ot  to  the
th uATLeTs,
When his side
is being beaten
forwarnd that
is o task of
no small diffienlty, a8 he i= very often col-
lared before he has the opportunity of
completing his task.

The forwards in the Arst instance wers
merely looked npon as so many pushers.
Weight and strength were required to drive



only won eight matches to seven, with seven drawn. From 1881 to 1884 Oxford secured four victories. This was largely due to the adoption of an improved style of play, which enabled what was known as Vassall's team to maintain an unbeaten record for nearly three seasons against the best clubs in the country. In the following season (1885) Cambridge came to the front again, and they in turn claimed victories in four successive years. Another interesting series of games,which were commenced in 1870, are those between Yorkshire and Lancashire. These afford another instance of the closeness usually shown in such contests, as up to the present Yorkshire only claim ten successes as against eight by Lancashire.
_ Cup competitions are the exception rather than the rule in Rugby football, although Yorkshire County hold one of the largest contests of that description in existence, beyond the Association Cup. There has been instituted however in England a County Championship, in which the counties, within certain areas, are pitted against each other, and afterwards the group winners play for the honour of champion county. In 1889, when no international matches were decided, a match, Champion County versus the Rest of England, was inaugurated and has been kept up ever since. During those years Yorkshire have been champion county six times, and on four occasions have beaten the Rest of England team.
_ In Rugby football, as first played in public schools, the sides generally consisted of an indefinite number of players, while in international and club matches, twenty men aside took part. The change from 20 to 15 (the number now played) occurred in 1877 at the request of Scotland. The alteration was desired because club secretaries often found a difficulty in putting a full complement of players into the field. A more open style of play naturally followed. At one time it was customary to have merely one three-quarter back. The decrease in the number of players, with proportionately greater chances for fast individual play, led to the introduction of two three-quarter backs, principally for defence, and two full backs. Subsequently we saw the introduction of three three-quarter backs and the reduction of the number of backs to one once more. These were the positions of four players, with the remainder of the team made up of two half backs and eight forwards, until 1893, when Wales, who some time previously had introduced what is now known as the four three-quarter back system  - reducing their forwards to eight in number in order to carry it out - managed to win the championship by beating all the other countries. This led at once to the introduction of the system by the other countries into their club, county and international games. In making this hurried change no doubt many clubs were too precipitate, as in several cases, except in the way of defence, this extra man behind the forwards was wasted. This was very noticeable in the London Scottish, a club who can on occasion command the services of many of Scotia's best international players. Yet with four three-quarter backs it was a common sight to see those players attempting the old style of attack - a long punt up the field into touch, with the idea of giving the forwards a chance to show their scrummaging powers. Still many clubs and players are rapidly learning the lesson taught us by the Welsh, and good three-quarter backs will probably be much more plentiful in the course of a season or two. The work of the half-back has also undergone a change. With a big pack of forwards in front of him he had many more opportunities of getting the ball and making a run for the opposing goal line. But the new condition of things has led to the introduction of  rather lighter though faster forwards, with the result that the half-back nowadays has to confine himself largely to the task of getting the ball when it leaves the scrummage, and passing it out to the three-quarters. When his side is a task of no small difficulty, as he is very often collared before he has the opportunity of completing his task.
_ The forwards in the first instance were merely looked upon as so many pushers. Weight and strength were required to drive 


the opposing side back. In thoss 1Iq;r_a Ll
game was nob nearly 2o attractive as it has

gince lecome, A s of short in
was first int.rnﬂu:uiﬁ::?nnm the f:r:ihw?:riqg,.
This innovation was brought to perfection by
Blackheath and a few other elule. Then we
had developed a system of long low ]:q.migigl
by Vassall's famons Oxford team, whi
enabled them, as we have before remarked,
to defy defeat for three seasons.  Ireland has

nerally shown us some fine forwand pla
in the international matches. Their forwa
are nsually of the tall, lean and wiry type,
who are nseful both in the serommage and
in the open. Inm 1804, when they secursd
the championship, they gave a display of
both fect and hand work, when they beat
England at Blackheath, that simply upsct all
the English back play. Last season the
English team promised to give ng an exhibi-
tion of forward play which had never pre-
vionsly been excelled. They were all selected
from Southern clubs becanse of the splendid
fashion in which thoy utterly ronted the
Northerners in the North and South match.
They continned this form against both Tre-
land and Wales, but on mecting  Scotland
ghowed an awful falling off, and the Scots,
in something like the old style, with o good
solid pack and safe work by the boeks, gnined
f MOrtorions viclory.

It ia renerally considered in Roghy foot-
ball eircles that thegame is now going throngh
o crisiz. It hos been an open geeret thint for
some vears many of the Northern clubs have
been making payments to their players for
loss of time through playing in matches, and
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offering indueements to good players to leave
small clubs and throw in their lot with those
whose eoffers were larger and better filled.
The Ruoghy Union legislated for the pre-
vention of these practices, wherenpon o ln
Northern section of the members of tha
Union two yenrs ago attemptod to pass a
resolution legalising the payment of ;m s
for loss of working time. In this they failed,
and this year, the Rughy Union Committes
having framed more searching laws for the
guppreEion of easionalism, some twenty-
two of the larger clubs in Yorkshire, Lanca-
shire and Cheshire resigned their membershi
of the Union and formed what is now call
the Northern Union, in which payment for
the loss of working time through playing
football s allowed. The Ruoghy Union
prompély branded them as eesionals, buk
up to t nt the new Union has not
attempted to go bevond the modest lines on
which they started ont, although they have
radical changes on hand in other directions,
such as the forther redoction of the nnmber
of players on & side to twelve and the intro-
duction of a round ball instend of the egp-
shaped one at present nsed.  The new Union
as at present constituted 18 only & gmall body,
and 18 not likely to grow fast. Whether
they have enongh vitality to live and thrive
remaing to bo seen, but at present they do
not threaten moch harm to the Roghy
Umion, so that no fear nesd be felt that
the Connty Championship will not be played,
or that England will not be able to make
a respectable show in the international
matches.
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the opposing side back. In those days the game was not nearly so attractive as it has since become. A system of short passing was first introduced amongst the forwards. This innovation was brought to perfection by Blackheath and a few other Clubs. Then we had developed a system of long low passing by Vassall's famous Oxford team, which enabled them, as we have before remarked, to defy defeat for three seasons. Ireland has generally shown us some fine forward play in the international matches. Their forwards are usually of the tall, lean and wiry type, who are useful both in the scrummage and in the open. In 1894, when they secured the championship, they gave a display of both feet and hand work, when they beat England at Blackheath, that simply upset all the English back play. Last season the English team promised to give us an exhibition of forward play which had never previously been excelled. They were all selected from Southern clubs because of the splendid fashion in which they utterly routed the Northerners in the North and South match. They continued this form against both Ireland and Wales, but on meeting Scotland showed an awful falling off, and the Scots, in something like the old style, with a good solid pack and safe work by the backs, gained a meritorious victory.
_ It is generally considered in Rugby football circles that the game is now going through a crisis. It has been an open secret that for some years many of the Northern clubs have been making payments to their players for loss of time through playing in matches, and offering inducements to good players to leave small clubs and throw in their lot with those whose coffers were larger and better filled. The Rugby Union legislated for the prevention of these practices, whereupon a large Northern section of the members of the Union two years ago attempted to pass a resolution legalising the payment of players for loss of working time. In this they failed, and this year, the Rugby Union Committee having framed more searching laws for the suppression of professionalism, some twenty-two of the larger clubs in Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cheshire resigned their membership of the Union and formed what is now called the Northern Union, in which payment for the loss of working time through playing football is allowed. The Rugby Union promptly branded them as professionals, but up to the present the new Union has not attempted to go beyond the modest lines on which they started out, although they have radical changes on hand in other directions, such as the further reduction of the number of players on a side to twelve and the introduction of a round ball instead of the eggshaped one at present used. The new Union as at present constituted is only a small body, and is not likely to grow fast. Whether they have enough vitality to live and thrive remains to be seen, but at present they do not threaten much harm to the Rugby Union, so that no fear need be felt that the County Championship will not be played, or that England will not be able to make a respectable show in the international matches.
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